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Welcome to our Summer 2018 newsletter.
Updating you on what’s been happening 

since the last newsletter and information on 
our upcoming events.

New Staff

We welcomed Kathryn Ferguson to 
the team back in June as part of the 
CNES Gaelic placement scheme. 
Kathryn has been working on 
developing packs of tourist 
information, coastal routes, and 
helping with the running of the 
outdoor sessions.

Louise Senior (left) and 
Ally Maciver (middle), joined us 
at the start of August as Energy 
Officers as part of a new scheme: 
‘Community LED by Energy 
Champions’ in partnership with 
Carloway Estate Trust. 
The project is funded by the 
Climate Chalenge Fund.
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Back in June we hosted a group of S6 from the 
Nicolson as part of ‘Ceangal.’  
We spoke about what we do as a land trust,
then presented them with a short activity based 
around tourism on the estate and how sites such 
as the lighthouse could be improved or changed. 
Lots of good discussion was had.

Ceangal

The 12th of July saw the private launch of
‘Beatha air a’ Mhonadh’ (life on the moor), 
at the UOG Business Centre by local amateur 
photographer Roddy John MacDonald. 
The photographs depict life on the moor on 
the estate. Lots of wonderful photographs are 
on display, so please come along to visit while 
you still can! 
Open Mon-Fri 9-5pm until the end of August.

Beatha air a’ monadh Exhibition

Health Walks
Since March we have been running a weekly health walk, 
initially we walked short routes in Borve that lasted 
around 30/40 minutes. 
As our walkers became fitter our walks have increased 
to an hour and we have walked all over the estate from 
Barvas to the Butt and enjoyed the summer sun that’s 
blessed us this year. 
Due to the success and feedback from these walks we 
hope to extend the programme to another walk that is 
aimed at those who are starting out or who can manage 
a short 30 min walk. 
We also hope to start up a buggy walk for those with 
small children that want to get out and do some gentle 
exercise with other people and be able to take babies 
and toddlers along.
For more information on the current Friday morning 
Health Walks or the new walks we will be starting, contact 
Lindy on 01851 850393 or email Lindy@uogltd.com.
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Pictured are some of our walkers



Sunnd Programme
Our Sunnd pilot programme for over 60s finished in July. 
We had a varied programme of events from health walks, 
fire safety, and line dancing! 
The programme will be evaluated and we hope to run it again it 
in the coming months.

Thanks again to the Stornoway ladies who helped with our 
line dancing classes. Pictured are Maud (left), 
Mary, who instructed the classes (middle), and Joey (right).

Outdoor Sessions
Our 4 week block of Outdoor Sessions kicked off on the 3rd of July with a family walk. 
As well as our popular bushcraft, mini beast hunting, and rock pooling sessions we 
had a number of new events this year: mountain biking, storytelling and an indoor 
session making pop up books.
Lots of fun for everyone involved!  See below for some pictures.

Rockpoolers with 
their finds.

Minibeast hunters and
their certificates.

Playing on the beach at 
bushcraft.

Parachute fun!

2

Looking for sea creatures



Volunteering Opportunities

Outdoor Session Assistant

Path Warden

Environmental Volunteer

Walk Leader Role

If you are interested in any of these roles then get in touch at 
office@uogltd.com or call 01851 850393.

We have recently opened up a number of volunteering roles. If you are interested in any 
of these roles or want to find out more then get in touch at: office@uogltd.com 
or call 01851 850393.
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Summer Breezes Boost Turbines
The half-year performance below for the Ballantrushal turbines again shows the increase in 
spring/summer wind in recent years. Autumn/winter performance is now close to forecast 
whereas spring/summer months produce electricity ahead of forecast.

Changing Face Of CEN

Redevelopment works at Sgoil Chrois have continued apace over the summer and are 
nearing the halfway stage. 
A new extension to the front of the property has recently commenced which will help to 
transform the former school into the planned community heritage hub. Improvements to 
the former Croileagan building at the front of the site are nearing completion, whilst the 
renovation of the former schoolhouse section is well advanced. 
Comunn Eachdraidh Nis remains open during the construction works with the café and 
shop operating from the rear of the building and customers are encouraged to continue 
making use of the facilities to provide much need income. 
Access to the facilities is now through the rear of the site and the public is requested to be 
aware when approaching the premises and especially when driving to the temporary main 
entrance at the rear of the cafe.
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Community Land Week Event
As part of Scotland wide Community Land Week celebrations we are hosting an open 
afternoon on Thurs 16 Aug at the UOG Business Centre.  Join us from 2pm for a short talk 
followed by a history walk round Galson. Free event, all welcome!



Dùthchas - Heritage Week
We are excited to announce that Dùthchas, Galson Estate Heritage Week, will be taking 
place in a few weeks time. A number of events will be running throughout the week, keep 
an eye on our social media and around the estate for more information!
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